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News & Information 
NEWTON DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE!  www.newtondevelopmentcorporation.com  

Economic Development Re-cap for 2011 
 
JANUARY   

Met with Gov. Terry Brandstad and the new director of the Iowa Department of Economic Devel-

opment, Debi Durham. During their visit we had an opportunity to discuss many issues related to 

economic development. 

Held first of several meetings with Windstream to talk about how to go about showing space at their 

campus to interested parties. 

 NDC received 2 grants from Black Hills Energy totaling $3,875. The grants were used for upgrad-

ing our web site and for our Business Education Workshops. 

Met with Caleris and received news that they would be adding several jobs throughout the year at 

their Newton facility. 

 

FEBRUARY   

Mary Bontager and Pete Jones from The Greater Des Moines Partnership and the Young Profes-

sionals Connection where in Newton to speak to a group of Jasper County young professionals who 

had expressed an interest in starting an organization in Jasper County.  NDC coordinated these meet-

ings and assisted the Jasper County group in writing their by-laws and getting organized. 

Walter G. Anderson (WGA) closed on the former Maytag Regional Distribution Center and began 

remodeling the building. 

 

MARCH   

We participated in a Professional Developers of Iowa conference call with IDED Director, Debi 

Durham to discuss bills pertaining to economic development in the Iowa Legislature. 

 

APRIL   

We showed Hawkeye Stages some sites that might work for their consolidation plans. 

 NDC hosted a USDA listening post forum that 25 people attended.  

We arranged for WGA to work with DMACC Business Resource Program to take advantage of the 

Job Training Program. 

 

 MAY 

Continued to work with Hawkeye Stages as they were narrowing down their possible site locations. 

Had a meeting with Bruce Haas of IRG, owner of the former Maytag Plant Two buildings, to dis-

cuss future uses of that facility. 

Caleris announced they would be adding about 100 jobs over the next several months. 

We showed the Windstream campus to site selection team representing a Fortune 500 company. 

 

JUNE 

Showed Buildings 1 &2, the original Maytag corporate HQ buildings, to an interested party. 

We also showed office space in the former Maytag Tech Center. 

 

JULY   

Hawkeye Stages closed on the former Maples Chevrolet building. They started their remodeling 

and hope to open in the spring of 2012. 

We had conversations with Sen. Black and Rep. Kelly urging them to do what they can to keep the 

Iowa Workforce Office in Newton open. 
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Mission 

Statement 
 

The Newton Devel-

opment Corporation 

strives to improve 

the economic well-

being of the Newton 

community. 

 

We accomplish this 

through collabora-

tion with other com-

munity stakeholders 

to increase invest-

ment in Newton by 

retaining, growing  

and attracting busi-

ness.  Our success is 

measured through 

growth in employ-

ment, population, 

housing, retail sales, 

tax base, healthcare  

accessibility and 

school enrollment. 

 

We will follow these 

principles and  

values: Honesty,  

integrity, respect, 

p ro fess iona l i sm, 

teamwork and an 

appropriate balance 

of transparency and 

confidentiality. 
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Economic Development Re-cap for 2011 
(continued) 

AUGUST 

Bryan Friedman and Frank coordinated a Small Business Administration (SBA) Roundtable.  Per-

sonnel from Washington D.C., the Kansas City regional office, and the State SBA were in attendance 

along with 20 plus business leaders. 

Frank was on a panel for a ñlistening post,ò with Sen. Harkin and Rep. Loesbeck. 

Frank spent 3 hours with Eve Troeh with American Public Radios Marketplace who did a story of 

Newtonôs recovery after the loss of the Maytag jobs. 

NDC hosted a meeting with City officials and Windstream to discuss the Windstream campus. 

 

SEPTEMBER 

We arranged for Marty Shukert from RDG in Omaha to make a presentation to the NDC Board 

about possibly doing a Housing Study for Newton. 

Frank talked to Bloomberg News they were going to do a story on Newton. 

Marsh will be adding 15 more jobs in Newton. 

 

 OCTOBER   

A site selection team from Jones, Lang, and LaSalle was in Newton to look at space at Plant Two. 

We showed space in the Windstream campus.  

NDC held our 50th Anniversary Dinner; keynote speaker was Debi Durham from IDED, awards 

and recognition were given to Rock Communications, Iowa Speedway, and DMACC. 

Underwriters Laboratories (UL) acquired Springboard Engineering and they are looking to ex-

pand in Newton. 

We met with former Gov. Culver and Richard Thomas from Viryd Technologies. 

 

NOVEMBER 

Windstream ran ads in the Wall Street Journal and other publications in the Midwest advertising 

their Newton Campus ñfor saleò for $1.00. 

Frank toured the WGA plant, production is underway. WGA very pleased to be in Newton and will 

continue to grow and expand here. 

Showed the Windstream campus to a couple of Midwest companies that deal in large buildings. 

Bryan Friedman, Craig Hamilton and I met with Tom Aller, CEO of Alliant Energy and his team. 

We discussed their role in economic development and then toured both the Windstream campus and 

Plant Two. 

 

DECEMBER 

Underwriter Laboratories took possession of the former Wal-Mart facility on First Avenue East in 

Newton, expansion in Newton is underway.  

Jo Jenkins, Bryan Friedman, and I gave Marty Shukert from IRG a 2 hour tour of Newton prior to 

his six focus group sessions with City officials, builders, realtors, and business leaders from Newton 

pertaining to the Community Housing Study Team that was in Newton December 12th and 13th. 

Richard Taylor, Viryd Technologies gave a presentation about his company and their product to the 

NDC Board.    

Frank spent time with Charles Riley, CNN Money.  He was in Newton for two days interviewing 

people for a story they are going to run prior to the Jan. 3rd caucus. Story about Newton should have a 

positive spin. Riley was very impressed with the number of jobs created since Maytag closed. 

CHAT team back in Newton on December 22nd to review and discuss findings from their housing 

study. They presented several action items and suggestions going forward from now to 10 years in the 

future. Study was made possible with a grant from Black Hills Energy, and contributions from NDC, 

Newton Board of Realtors, and Newton Housing Development Corporation. 
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Paraprosdokians  
 

ƽWe never really 

grow up, we only 

learn how to act in 

public. 

 

ƽDolphins are so 

smart that within a 

few weeks of captiv-

ity, they can train 

people to stand on the 

very edge of the pool 

and throw them fish! 

 

ƽWhy does some-

one believe you when 

you say there are 4 

billion stars, but 

check when you say 

ñthe paint is wet?ò 

 

ƽA clear con-

science is usually a 

sign of a bad mem-

ory! 

 

ƽWhy do Ameri-

cans choose from just 

two people to run for 

President and 50 for 

Miss America?  

 

ƽI used to be inde-

cisive. Now I'm not 

so sure. 
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Economic Development Re-cap for 2011 
(continued) 

 

This is just a brief summary of some of the activity at the Newton Development Corporation in 2011. We 

have work to do and challenges ahead in 2012. Weôre excited that the City is doing a comprehensive plan 

and the Community Housing Study that was just completed will be part of that plan. I encourage you to 

get involved and be part of a committee or action group as we focus on the future of Newton for 2012 and 

beyond. YOUcan make a difference! 

 

Thank you for your continued support of the Newton Development Corporation and Happy New Year!  

 

Frank Liebl, Executive Director & Jenny Michael, Administrative Assistant 

     CHAT Housing Study Results 
 

On December 22nd, Marty Shukert, CHAT ï Community 

Housing Assessment Team, shared the results of the focus 

group sessions that were held on December 12th and 13th.  

He looked at three key areas including numerical analysis 

of housing starts, income distributions and suggestions on 

how Newton should move forward.   

 

While Newtonôs population has been stable over the past 50 

years there has been an influx of seniors and we will experi-

ence population decline if there is no migration in our city.  

Shukert stated, ñYour survival after Maytagôs closing is miraculousò and that Newton is resilient and bull-

ish on our future.   

 

He stated that Newton has several assets that help keep our population stable. 

 

Shukert recommends the addition of 31 housing units per year with 188 owner occupied homes and 125 

rentals over the next decade.   

 

This housing study will be used in the Cityôs comprehensive plan.  The full CHAT housing study will be 

posted to NDCôs website, www.newtondevelopmentcorporation.com as soon as it is available. 

Correspondent from CNN Money in Newton 
 

Charles Riley, staff reporter from CNN Money, spent several hours in 

Newton on December 19th and 20th visiting with people in the community 

about Newtonôs economic recovery following the loss of the Maytag 

jobs. 

 

Executive Director of NDC, Frank Liebl, drove Riley around Newton and 

showed him some of the buildings and companies that have created over 

1200 new jobs since 2008. Riley also spent a considerable amount of 

time at the TPI Composite factory, and with Leland Smith at the Jasper 

County Museum where Smith told him about the heritage between New-

ton and Maytag. Mayor Chaz Allen also had an opportunity to talk Riley 

about Newtonôs past, present, and what he thinks the future holds for 

Newton. 

 

CNN Money hopes to air the story prior to the January 3rd Iowa Caucus. When NDC finds out the date 

and time weôll post that information on our web site which is - www.newtondevelopmentcorporation.com. 

http://www.newtondevelopmentcorporation.com
http://www.newtondevelopmentcorporation.com
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5 Step Plan for  

Social Media  

Success 
 

Create your social 

media brand. 

 

Make mobile market-

ing work for you. 

 

Offer valuable content. 

 

Use video to get the 

word out. 

 

Create a social media 

marketing plan. 

 

Letôs face it...Facebook 

has over 800 million 

people using it, and over 

50% of them use it eve-

ryday! 

 

If you need assistance in 

making social media or 

internet marketing work 

for your small business, 

contact SBA Small Busi-

ness Advice for free and 

confidential guidance to 

help your business move 

forward in 2012. 

 

For more information go 

to:  

www.sbasmallbusiness.

word-

press.com/2011/12/27/20

12-social-media-

plan/2012socialmediapla

n 
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EntreFest! 2012 
 

EntreFest! 2012 will be held at the Gateway Hotel and Conference Center in Ames on March 8th and 9th. 

 

Register by February 10th for your chance to win a free overnight stay at the Ames Gateway Hotel and 

Conference Center during EntreFest!  Registration fee for EntreFest! 2012 is $119. 

 

Check their website often for updates, www.entrefest.com. 

The Essence of  

Good Leadership 

 
 Ability to Relate 

 Communicate a Clear Sense of Purpose 

 Recognize Personal Limitations 

 Willingness to Share Power (delegate) 

 Ability to Build Team Spirit and Morale 

 Lead by Example 

 Be Involved 

 Know how to Accept Criticism 

 Be a Good Listener 

 Perseveres 

 Steadfast even in the face of adversity 

 Applaud Good Work 

 Give credit where credit is due 

 

Source: Leadership Institute for a New Century (LINC) 

Art is courtesy of http://bgavideo.wordpress.com/2009/06/06/quote-wallpaper-leadership/ 

Register today for the Jasper County Community Leadership Classes to be held February 28th through 

April 24th.  Download the brochure at www.newtondevelopmentcorporation.com for details! 

 

http://www.entrefest.com

